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disappointing. In two cases of chorea in which the same 
drug was used, the course of the disease was not per¬ 
ceptibly shortened. J. C. 

Electricity in Sciatic Neuralgia .—In the “ Bole- 
tin de Terapeutica,” Doctor Rouveix comments upon the 
use of electricity in this affection, and gives the follow¬ 
ing advice. It is very important to differentiate between 
acute sciatica, characterized by the symptom pain, and of 
chronic sciatica, characterized by difficulty of motion. In 
the acute form the constant descending current should 
be employed, while in the chronic form the ascending 
current is most beneficial. When the sciatica is symp¬ 
tomatic of some osseous lesion, the strong current maybe 
followed by serious consequences .—Gaceta MPdica Munici¬ 
pal, Habana, January 15, 1893. W.' C. K. 

Sulphate of Duboisin in the Treatment of 
Insanity and Paralysis Agitans. —In the “ Neuro- 
logisches Centralblatt,” No. 3, 1893, Mendel reports his 
experience with duboisin. He recommends its use in 
the treatment of insanity where there is pronounced 
motor activity. From five to ten minutes after the injec¬ 
tion, muscular relaxation takes place and sleep is thus 
produced as a secondary effect. It is useless as a hyp¬ 
notic in melancholia, paranoia, etc., when there is no 
motor disturbance. In the insomnia among sane people 
it fails to produce sleep when administered in the usual 
doses, although complete muscular relaxation occurs. It 
has proved efficacious in insanity where chloral and mor¬ 
phine had failed. The usual dose, subcutaneously, was 
one milligramme (■®V of a grain), a larger quantity being 
given only in exceptional instances. The toxic effects 
which regularly appear (even after a, dose of 0.2 mg.) 
are, dilated pupils and the accompanying disturbance of 
vision, dryness of the throat, and often a moderate accel¬ 
eration of the pulse. Increased temperature was never 
observed. He has, however, seen vertigo and stagger¬ 
ing take place the morning after the evening’s injection, 
which is ascribed to the action of the drug on the central 
muscular apparatus and not the result of somnolence. 
In one case, after the injection of one milligramme, in 
addition to the mydriasis, and the weakness and rapidity 
of the pulse, which reached 140, there was such a feeling 
of oppression and difficulty in breathing that the patient 
constantly exclaimed, “ I shall suffocate.” He therefore 
advises caution in the use of larger doses. From his 
experience with duboisin in cases of insanity, he was led 
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to give it in paralysis agitans for relieving the tremor 
and muscular rigidity. It was used in twelve patients and 
proved beneficial in every case. Frequently the tremor 
promptly ceased and locomotion was also decidedly im¬ 
proved, fifteen minutes after the injection. Patients who 
could only write illegibly previous to its administration 
were enabled to write in a satisfactory manner. These 
beneficial effects lasted from three to five hours. When 
the injection was given in the evening it usually pro¬ 
duced sleep. The dose was 2 to 3 decimilligrammes 
(-0-5 ,1 to - 3 J- 5 of a grain), subcutaneously, three times a day. 

Mendel considers duboisin the best symptomatic rem¬ 
edy for paralysis agitans, and has discarded the use of 
hyoscin in these cases on account of the toxic symptoms 
which frequently follow even a small dose. W. M. L. 

The Treatment of Diabetes JUellitus by Tan - 
creatic Juice. —(H. W. G. Mackenzie. M.D., F.R.C.P. 
British Medical Journal, Jan. 14,1893). In two cases of this 
disease half ounce' doses of liquor pancreaticus three 
times daily after meals, was followed by marked increase 
of strength, diminution of thirst and the passage of a 
smaller quantity of urine than formerly. The specific 
gravity of the urine and the relative amount of sugar 
were not altered. In another patient the amount of fluid 
imbibed fell from twelve to six pints in the twenty-four 
hours, with a similar decrease in the amount of urine 
passed. It is evident that this preparation is no specific, 
but the effects are encouraging, and it is possible that in 
cases of true pancreatic diabetes the benefit might be 
greater. A. F. 

Trional .—Cases of sleeplessness, whether depend¬ 
ent upon functional or organic troubles, are of frequent 
occurrence in the practice of every physician, and often 
prove extremely rebellious to treatment. Of the many 
hypnotics and sedatives in the pharmacopoeia few com¬ 
bine the qualities of efficiency with the freedom from 
toxic action or unpleasant after effects ; and aside from 
this, after continuous tolerance is established, necessitat¬ 
ing a change of remedies. For this and other reasons 
the recent discovery of a new hypnotic, Trional, to judge 
from careful clinical experimentation, is both safe, 
prompt and efficient, will be welcomed by every prac¬ 
titioner. Dr. Boettinger (Berlin Klinische Wochenschrift, 
Oct. 17, 1892) has subjected Trional to an exhaustive 
clinical investigation in Professor Hitzig’s clinical, em¬ 
ploying it in seventy-five cases. The usual dose was one 



